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Research Paper Workshop 1
Yes/No Check-off

After reading your peer’s paper, please evaluate whether or not he/she has completed the necessary components of the research paper. 
1. Content
	YES
	NO
	( Check appropriate answer

	
	
	Has the writer included anything that is not really related to the topic (i.e. is it all relevant?)

	
	
	Has the writer included all the main points about the topic (i.e. is it comprehensive?)

	
	
	Has the writer successfully argued their position on the controversy in the thesis statement? 


2. Introduction
	YES
	NO
	( Check appropriate answer

	
	
	Does the introduction have a “hook” to capture the attention of the reader? 

	
	
	Does the introduction describe the problem in general terms (including relevant facts/figures to establish the significance of the problem)?

	
	
	Does the introduction define key words or concepts (where necessary)? 

	
	
	Does the introduction have a clear, focused, and arguable thesis? 


3. Body Paragraphs

	YES
	NO
	( Check appropriate answer

	
	
	Does each paragraph have a topic sentence containing the main idea of the paragraph and the argument that the author is making about it?

	
	
	Do the body paragraphs provide evidence from research including facts, figures, and statistics? 

	
	
	Do the body paragraphs integrate direct and indirect citations? 

	
	
	Are the citations in the body paragraphs executed according to MLA guidelines? 

	
	
	Do supporting arguments include the acknowledgement and refutation of counterarguments? 


4. Conclusion

	YES
	NO
	( Check appropriate answer

	
	
	Does the conclusion reflect upon the information provided in the body paragraphs?

	
	
	Does the conclusion reaffirm the thesis statement with out simply copying it from the introduction? 


5. Formal & Academic Language

	YES
	NO
	( Check appropriate answer

	
	
	Is the writing formal?
e.g. write ‘did not’ instead of ‘didn’t’, and ‘a great deal of’ instead of ‘a lot of’

	
	
	Is the language polite and appropriate? 

	
	
	Does the author use emotional and/or opinionated language that could offend readers? 

	
	
	Does the paper avoid using “I, me, in my opinion”? 

	
	
	Do the paper avoid using “you” and instead use “one” or “people” ? 


Over(
Please provide 5 suggestions for the author to improve his/her research paper: 
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

