How to Avoid Plagiarism

While we often associate plagiarism as the deliberate copying of someone else’s work, plagiarism can also happen accidentally. Let’s see how it happens and how to avoid it!

Improper Paraphrase:

Student A reads the following passage from “Plagiarism Equals Failure” by author S. Rohlfs:



Research shows that students often do not realize when they are plagiarizing the work of an author. Fortunately, some students do learn about avoiding plagiarism in their high school English classes. 

And decides to write this in his paper: 



Research has revealed that lots of times students don’t know when they plagiarize someone’s work. Luckily, some students learn about plagiarizing when they’re in high school. 

Why is this plagiarism?

· The student has copied the precise sentence structure of the original passage. 

· The student has not used an in-text citation of the original source. 

· The student has only swapped out a few words instead of changing the original author’s work. Ex: “don’t know” instead of “do not realize” or “Luckily” instead of “Fortunately”
Guide to paraphrasing: 

1. Read the article all of the way through, and without looking at the article, write down a summary of what you read. 

2. Be sure you have a full understanding of what you’ve read. If you don’t, it’s not a good idea to paraphrase the information, as you may cite an author incorrectly.

3. Keep very close track of who’s speaking in articles. For example, if your article cites another resource, you’ll need to know who was saying what. 

4.  Include in-text citations in your notes.  While this is not required, it will ensure that when you incorporate the information into your paper that you have correctly cited where it came from. 
Proper Paraphrase: 

Original quote:  From the Brigham Young academic policy handbook: “Cheating is a form of dishonesty where a student attempts to give the appearance of a level of knowledge or skill that the student has not obtained.”

Proper paraphrase: According to the BYU academic honesty policy, cheating is a dishonest act in which students try to portray greater knowledge or ability than they actually have (2).
Why is this a proper paraphrase? 
· It provides proper documentation, including a specific page number.
· It does more than modify a few words. The wording is somewhat similar, but it is clearly reframed into the author’s own words, and communicates the same idea.

� This portion of the handout is quoted from:  Wendt, Dennis Jr. “Plagiarism”. BYU Writing Center. 2005. 10 April 2009. 


� HYPERLINK "http://english.byu.edu/writingcenter/handouts/researchwriting/plagarism.htm" ��http://english.byu.edu/writingcenter/handouts/researchwriting/plagarism.htm�.





