Drafting Guide and Tips (
In class, we discussed how to write an introduction in the following form:

1. “Hook” statement—a bold topic sentence that lets the reader know what topic and peaks the interest of your reader

2. Background information*—any information that your reader will need to know in order to understand the subject of your argument. 

a. This might include:

i. A definition of your topic 

ii. An explanation of why there is controversy surrounding the topic

3. THESIS STATEMENT: A clear statement that informs the reader of your position on the issue that will be supported through the consecutive paragraphs.

*NOTE: Depending upon your research topic, it may be important to dedicate 1-2 paragraphs at the beginning of your paper that give background information on your topic. Don’t assume that your reader knows everything that you do on your topic!
Next, begin composing your body paragraphs as you have outlined previously. Each body paragraph should:

1. Begin with a topic sentence that explains what sub-argument you will make in relation to your thesis.

2. Again, include any necessary background information that will inform the reader so that they best understand your position.

3. Use facts and statistics to prove the sub-argument to the reader (with proper MLA in-text citations from information that you found in your research) Use your notes!!!
4. Address any possible counterarguments as well as the refutation—meaning, introduce what the opposition might say to your argument and prove why yours is the stronger of the two.
5. Transition paragraphs using sentences that link ideas. Connect ideas between paragraphs so that your reader can follow your argument easily. Your paper’s sentences should “hold hands”, meaning, one sentence should logically flow into the next.
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

“Opinions are like armpits—everyone has them, and nobody cares.” 

· DO NOT use “I” or “In my opinion…” These personal references make you seem less reliable and not an authority on the subject.  They can also make your writing too wordy. Instead, use clear, to-the-point statements that assert your paper’s position. 

Example: 
Weak: “In my opinion, I believe that the death penalty is too strong a consequence for criminals who could potentially be proven not guilty should new evidence regarding his/her crime surface.”

Stronger: “The death penalty is too strong a consequence for criminals who could potentially be proven not guilty should new evidence regarding his/her crime surface.”

· As you draft your supporting paragraphs, CITE information from your sources. DON’T PUT THIS OFF UNTIL THE END! It will be much easier for you to integrate citations throughout the drafting/revising phase. 

· As you cite information with in-text citations, include the complete MLA citation on a Works Cited page. Start drafting your Works Cited page now so that it will be easy to edit later. 
