Including Counterarguments and Refutation

In your refutation you want to show:

           ●   Why the opposition is wrong   ●   Your opinion/position is better   ●  
●   Where the opposition's argument falls short   ●
Steps for including the counterargument:

1. Summarize the opposite opinion in a sentence or two and provide the context. Clearly state the issues that the counterarguments raise and show what they put at stake for your argument. 
2. Problematize the opposing arguments.
To problematize something means you make it seem like a problem, to make it seem untrue.

· Weigh each argument against the facts 

Does it misuse the facts? Does it leave some facts out? Does it emphasize the wrong ones? Does it account for exceptions?

· Show the weaknesses in an argument's logic

Is the value or meaning it attaches to the facts debatable? Is it based on questionable assumptions? Does it make unjustifiable conclusions? Does it draw irrelevant or unconnected consequences? 

You have to make it clear that you are presenting these arguments to show that you understand the issue from both sides AND have anticipated the opposing arguments.

In order to signal this you have to use certain phrases. Use these examples to help:

When you can think of the opposing opinion but you have not seen it written anywhere:

	It
	has been
	argued
	that…
	However,…

	
	
	asserted
	
	

	
	could be
	contended
	
	

	
	
	maintained
	
	

	
	might be
	claimed
	
	

	
	
	said
	
	


When you have seen the opposing opinion written in another text: 

	It
	has been / is
	argued
	that…
	However,…

	
	
	asserted
	
	

	
	
	contended
	
	

	
	
	maintained
	
	

	
	
	claimed
	
	

	
	
	said
	
	


Example of Steps 1 & 2: 

Counterargument: 
"The establishment of a university in a small or developing town will contribute to the development of local culture, community and economy."

Problematized argument: 
"It is argued that the establishment of a university in a small or developing town will contribute to the development of local culture, community and economy."

Refutation: 
“However, if a university is wrestling with staff recruitment problems, or if it cannot solve its financial difficulties, it means that it cannot be of any help to the local community or economy either. It will only employ a few locals, provide substandard education to a few local youth, and it will not fulfill the aim for which it was initially established.”

3. Shift from opposing arguments to supporting arguments.
After acknowledging the counterarguments and refuting, continue to strengthen your paper with further support for your argument. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
You must avoid an aggressive approach when you are problematizing your opponent's arguments. This kind of response will turn off readers from trusting you as a reliable and an authority on the subject. 

· DO NOT use expressions like, "This is silly/foolish/rubbish" or "It/This is not true" when addressing the counterargument.

